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Thoughts for the Opening Days

Are you an effective teacher? An efficient
teacher? Or both?

Whom do you admire as a classroom
manager, wishing that your classes could
run as smoothly as hers? Have you spoken
with this person about what makes the
difference?

Do you agree with this statement: “It does
no good to add new recipes to a poorly
managed restaurant”?

Do you manage your class or do you
discipline your class?

Which is more important for a successful
classroom: management or student
demographics?

Do you have procedures and routines for
sharpening pencils? For dealing with
students returning from absences? For
passing in homework?

How do you get your students to volunteer
to go first?

What do you do to make sure that writing is
included in each of your classes each day?

How do the ramifications of the new
graduation requirement affect your teaching
on a daily basis?

How many of your students could meet the
mandates of the No Child Left Behind Act?

Thoughts about Writing to Learn

By using writing-to-learn strategies in your
course, you can help your students realize
the idea-generating potential of writing and
its value even when it is not graded. They
will have practice in the sort of single-draft
writing expected of them in exam situations
and on the CAPT. These writing strategies
will help students focus their ideas as they
prepare to write for communication.

Type One Writing

Type one writing is informal writing with
the emphasis on generating ideas, exploring
and recalling, rather than on right and wrong
answers; it is the “getting ideas on paper”
phase of the thinking and writing process.

Type one writing activities are brief,
informal writing experiences where the main
goal is to have student do some thinking on
paper. It can be used as a prelude to class
discussions, giving all students an equal
chance to think and generate ideas to share.

Type one writing assignments typically take
very little class time—ten minutes or less—
and they need not take a lot of time to
evaluate. The goal is to engage students in
thinking about a topic, idea, or question.

Typically, every student must write
something. Simply stated criteria are best,
such as a number of written lines or writing
for a specific period of time.

Feedback is usually given in the form of a
checkmark or OK.


