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Thoughts for the Day

Think about what’s been labeled “A
Pedagogy of Poverty” by M. Haberman.

 Giving information
 Asking right-answer questions
 Giving directions
 Giving low-level tasks
 Monitoring seatwork
 Reviewing
 Giving tests
 Going over tests
 Settling disputes
 Punishing noncompliance

Now, think about what’s been labeled “A
Pedagogy of Plenty” by Helene Hodges.

 Authentic tasks
 Active learning
 Literacy-rich environment
 Connecting school with home,

culture, and community
 Problem-focused learning
 Collaborative work on issues of

deep concern to students
 Varied social configurations
 Engagement in substantive dialogue,

discussion, and debate about the
substance of content

 Making meaning
 Metacognition in the context of

purposeful activities

What are your thoughts about these two
approaches to teaching?
Which approach seems preferable to you
and why?
Which approach best identifies your style of
teaching?
Why do we teach as we do?
Is it possible to change one’s teaching style?
Why do so many of our students not pass?

Concept Mapping
Adapted from Doug Buehl

Looking up a word in the dictionary is not
always an effective way to increase
students’ understanding of vocabulary.
Dictionary statements contain little
elaboration and may not connect to what
students already know about a word or
concept.
Concept mapping is a strategy that helps
enrich a student’s understanding of a word
or concept. This graphic structure focuses
students’ attention on the class or category,
the properties or characteristics, and
illustrations or examples. The strategy
encourages students to include their personal
knowledge into a definition.
The following is a blank concept map.
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Try to include this type of concept map in
one of your upcoming lessons. Have
students work in pairs to create their own
concept maps. They can use information
from the appropriate reading passage, a
glossary or a dictionary, or their own
background knowledge to complete the
concept map.


