
Literacy at Hartford Public High School
October 27, 2003

Volume 1 Number 8

Thoughts for the Day
based on “What Helps Students Learn?”

by Margaret C. Wang, et al.

Changes in education should be grounded in
a knowledge base derived from research.
Margaret Wang and her colleagues created a
knowledge base comprising 11,000
statistical findings that shows reasonable
consensus about the most significant
influences on learning.
To determine if your beliefs about student
achievement agree with the findings of the
researchers, rank the following eight
variables that affect student learning in order
of importance. (Mark the most important
item as number 1.)

_____ a. student demographics

_____ b. social and behavioral attributes

_____ c. classroom management

_____ d. quality of instruction

_____ e. community influences

_____ f. home environment/parental support

_____ g. metacognitive processes

_____ h. motivational attributes

The research of Wang and her colleagues
reveals that direct influences like classroom
management affect student learning more
than indirect influences such as policies.
For the eight variables listed above, the
ranking indicated by her research is as
follows: a-8; b-4; c-1; d-6; e-7; f-3; g-2; h-5.

Does the ranking of any item surprise you?

How might these findings affect your
teaching?

Writing across the Curriculum
Adapted from John Franklin

In his article “Breaking the Barriers: How
Writing Across the Curriculum Programs
Help Students and Teachers,” Franklin cites
the fact that “nearly half of all current
college freshmen were required to take at
least one remedial writing course.”

As a result, it is incumbent on all teachers to
support writing in all classes. Writing is, of
course, a tool for developing thinking.
Writing assignments force students to think
about subjects in detail, instead of simply
memorizing miscellaneous facts. Writing
deepens students’ understanding and forces
them to be organized.

As one math teacher in the article pointed
out, “writing helps to create conversations
between myself and my students.” Such
written, individual conversations allow the
teacher to gauge students’ levels of
understanding. They allow “teachers to
assess what students are learning, what they
know, and what they are not learning.”

Writing-to-learn activities engage students
in inquiry, resulting in a more positive
attitude towards learning. The exercises can
take a variety of forms: free-writing
activities (writing on any topic), pre-writing
exercises (questions about an upcoming
lesson), post-class write-ups (what students
learned or want to know more about), and
developmental essays.

*****
With our district’s newly implemented
graduation requirements and the mandate of
No Child Left Behind, it is vitally important
that each teacher in our school include daily
writing as part of the lessons presented to
our students.


