Rubrics

What arerubrics?

A rubric isameans to assess the level of achievement
of aschool’ stargeted and valued skills. It ensures
that students and their parents know what is expected
of them and know what they need to do to improve.

What do rubrics contain?

A rubric isa set of categories which define and
describe the important components of the work being
completed, critiqued, or assessed. Each category
contains a gradation of levels of completion or
competence with a score assigned to each level and a
clear description of what criteria need to be met to
attain the score at each level.

How doesa rubric help studentsand
teachers?

Since the criteriafor assessment are clearly defined,
teachers and students share a common understanding
of the project goals and criteria, and the various
levels of completing the defined criteria. Rubrics also
alow for various modes of assessment. Using the
rubric, teachers can assess projects, student groups,
or individual students; and student can use the rubric
for self-assessment asindividuals or in groups, and
also for peer assessment.

What arethevariouslevels of achievement?
The levels can be numerical (0, 1, 2, 3) or descriptive
(e.g., beginning, developing, accomplished,
exemplary). The teacher will determine which
approach works best. Both methods can even be used
at the sametime.

What does each level indicate?

Each level will allow the student to know how well
he / she has met the expectation of the teacher. It will
describe what the student has done and permit the
student to know what must be done to achieve at a
higher level.
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Sample Rubrics

For a science class studying embryonic stem cells:
Level 1 or Beginning: Define the term.

Level 2 or Developing: Define and describe
characteristics including pluripotency.

Level 3 or Accomplished: Define and describe
characteristics. Identify the source of embryonic stem
cells.

Level 4 or Exemplary: Define and describe
characteristics Identify the source of embryonic stem
cells. Summarize the benefits and problems of
embryonic stem cells and compare to adult stem cells

For asocial studies class creating atime line:

Level 1 or Attempted: does not include the required
number of items.

Level 2 or Limited: includes required number of
items; some inaccuracies.

Level 3 or Proficient: meets requirements of
assignment; few or no inaccuracies.

Level 4 or Distinguished: Evidence of caretakenin
choosing items (either most significant, or revealing
some pattern, or showing cause/effect relationship).

For solving a math problem:

Level 4: aplan that could lead to a correct solution
with no arithmetic errors.

Level 3 substantially correct procedure with minor
omission or procedura error.

Level 2 partially correct procedure but with major
fault.

Level 1 totally inappropriate plan.

Level G no attempt.

Web Sitesfor Rubrics

The following web sites allow teachers to use pre-
generated rubrics or to develop their own specific
rubrics:

http://www.rubrician.com/gener al.htm
http://www.sites4teachers.com
http://www.kenton.k12.ky.us/tr/rubrics.html
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